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Pinceladas politicas, marcos
cortesanos: el diario del conde
de Harrach, embajador imperial
en la Corte de Madrid (1673-1677)
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RESUMEN: El diario del conde de Harrach
constituye uno de los documentos mas
relevantes para el estudio de la diplomacia
imperial en la Corte de Mariana de
Austria. Fernando de Harrach, embajador
ordinario del Imperio en la Corte de
Madrid desde octubre de 1673, es el autor
de un diario politico que reflejaala
perfeccion el intrincado mundo del poder
cortesano. Dia tras dia, el diplomético
suscribié cuidadosamente en su particular
livre de raison las actividades politicas de
representacion, negociacion e informacién
propias de un embajador de la época. Con
este estudio se pretende, ademads de sacar
alaluz el diario de un embajador imperial
de la talla del conde de Harrach, analizar
los limites y los horizontes del documento
personal, recientemente revalorizado por
las corrientes historiograficas del mundo
cortesano.
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aBsTRACT: The diary of count Ferdinand
Harrach constitutes one of the most
valuable documents for the study of
Imperial diplomacy in the Court of Mariana
of Austria. Harrach, Imperial ambassador to
the Court of Madrid beginning in October
1673, kept a diary of the political scene that
perfectly illustrates the tangled world of

the courtiers and their struggles for power.
With great care, the diplomat compiled, in
his private livre de raison, a daily record of
the political duties of an ambassador during
this period: representation, negotiation,

and information gathering. In addition

to revealing the existence of a diary by an
Imperial ambassador of count Harrach’s
stature, the present study analyses the

limits and possibilities of the first-person
account, in line with the new appreciation
for such sources recently shown in the
historiography of court life.
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